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TAGS: PFOR, ELAB, TD, US, VE 

SUBJ: LABOR LEADER ALLEGES US INTERVENTION 

REF: POS 483 

1. INTERVIEW WITH OILFIELD WORKERS TRADE UNION (OWTU) 

LEADER GEORGE WEEKES REFERRED TO IN REFTEL APPEARED AS 
LEAD ITEM ON FRONT PAGE OF TRINIDAD "SUNDAY EXPRESS" 

MARCH 2. HEADLINE READ: "TRINIDAD PART OF A 

U.S. MASTER PLAN, SAYS WEEKES -ACTIVITIES PLANNED 
AGAINST VENEZUELA." 

2. TOTAL OF 37 COLUMN INCHES ON FRONTPAGE DEVOTED TO 
STORY. KEY QUOTES DEALING WITH USG (MOSTLY FROM OPENING 
PARAGRAPHS) FOLLOW. REMAINDER OF ARTICLE DEVOTED 

TO JUSTIFICATION BY WEEKES OF EXORBITANT OWTU WAGE DEMANDS 
AGAINST TEXACO, CHALLENGES TO GOTT TO DECLARE STATE 
OF EMERGENCY, AND CRITICISM OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 
GOVERNMENT. 

3. QUOTES FOLLOW: 
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CORPORATIONS, IS PLANNING TO USE TRINIDAD AS A BASE OF 
SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES AGAINST VENEZUELA, MR. GEORGE 
WEEKES, PRESIDENT GENERAL OF THE OILFIELD WORKERS 
TRADE UNION fOWTU), HAS CHARGED. THAT MOVE WAS BEING 
PLANNED, HE EXPLAINED, BECAUSE OF AMERICAN PRESIDENT 
GERALD FORD'S POLICY AGAINST MEMBERS OF THE ORGANIZATION 
OF PETROLEUM EXPORTING COUNTRIES (OPEC), WHOM THE USA 
VIEWS AS IMPOSING ECONOMIC HARDSHIPS. ...THESE 
AMERICANS REALIZE THAT THEY HAVE A GOVERNMENT HERE 
THEY CAN USE SO THEY WILL EXPLOIT THE SITUATION, 

IN FACT, THEY HAVE WARSHIPS WAITING OUT THERE, AND 
LOTS OF THINGS ARE GOING TO HAPPEN." 

4. AMEMBASSY DENIAL CARRIED RELATIVELY STRAIGHT 
WITHIN FIRST SIX COLUMN INCHES AND AT LEAST NOT 
DISTORTED IN CONTEXT. QUOTE. MR. ROBERT 

RICH, CHARGE' D'AFFAIRES IN THE AMERICAN EMBASSY, 

SAID YESTERDAY THERE WAS NO BASIS FOR THE STATEMENT. 

THE UNITED STATES DID NOT HAVE ANY INTENTIONS OF 
USING TRINIDAD OR ANY OTHER COUNTRY AS A BASE FOR 
ACTIVITIES AGAINST VENEZUELA. HE ADDED THAT THE 
U.S. HAD NO WARSHIPS ON STANDBY. ANY DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN TEXACO AND THE OWTU WAS STRICTLY AN INTERNAL 
AFFAIR, SINCE TEXACO TRINIDAD WAS A LOCAL FIRM WITH 
ONLY U.S. CONNECTIONS. UNQUOTE 

5. COMMENT IN REFTEL STILL APPLIES. 

MILLER 
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